HEART OF BENJAMIN CAMPS
In Israel, children are out of school for three weeks during spring break, beginning before
and continuing through the Passover holiday. The time period before the holiday is especially
difficult for the parents of a special needs child, as they contend with preparing for the holiday
and juggling work schedules, while caring for all their children. Summer vacation is another
complicated time for these families. Filling the long summer days productively and creatively
is an overwhelming and daunting task. And worse than these daily challenges is the constant
ache and worry about the future—what will become of my child when she is an adult? How
will he manage when I am no longer here?
The Heart of Benjamin program, in Ofra, caters to families residing in the Benjamin region,
providing resources for severely disabled children and their families and helping them navigate
a myriad of educational and social challenges. During the week before Passover and for three
weeks in the summer, the program operates camps for the severely disabled children, providing
structure, and a memorable camp experience. Each action-packed day is full of activities,
outings, nature hikes, and special attractions. But most importantly, it provides the children
with unique and beautiful opportunities to improve their social skills, to feel included in a
community of their peers and to develop a personal friendship with their counselor.
Eighty special-needs children participate in the Passover and 120 children participate in the
summer camps. It is the highlight of the year for these children, as each camper receives
maximum attention, maximum care, and lots of love from their counselors. Each camper is
assigned at least one, and sometimes two counselors to look after him or her. The camps are
run by a team of professionals, but all of the counselors are teen volunteers from the Benjamin
region, who receive special training for the job. These special camps are also an incredible gift
to the parents, giving them much-needed time with their other children, and space to self-care,
while knowing their special-needs child is well cared for — actually having a ball! With the
population growth in the Benjamin region there are many more families with special-needs
children. We need your help to continue the Passover and Sumer camps for these families.
Heart of Benjamin, in Ofra, urgently needs funds to cover the cost of its Passover and
summer camps for special-needs children. These important programs provide love, a
sense of normalcy, and a fun camp experience in the Biblical Benjamin region—
something the children look forward to all year! Your support is also vital to the parents,
giving them a well-deserved break from the stress of caring for a special-needs child.

Project Summary

Ofra: Heart of Benjamin Camps

COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT
 Founded: 1975
 Location: On the border between
Samaria and the Benjamin region,
between Jerusalem and Shechem

 Biblical Significance: Named after
the ancient Jewish town in the
territory belonging to the tribe of

Each camper is assigned at least one counselor, so they get
lots of one-on-one love and attention at Heart of Benjamin

Binyamin, mentioned in Joshua 18

 Historical Significance: The first
Jewish community established in
the Benjamin region, in modern
times

 Population: 4,000
Your generosity gives a special-needs child an exciting camp
experience that they eagerly look forward to every year

HEART OF BENJAMIN CAMPS
PROJECT BUDGET
1 Week Summer Camp ($474 x 120 children) ......................................... $56,880
4-Day Passover Camp ($408 x 80 children)............................................... 32,640
Already raised .................................................................................................-9,000

TOTAL FUNDS REQUIRED ......................................................... $80,520
To participate in this project: visit our website at www.cfoic.com/projects
Or mail a check with the project name in the memo to:
CFOIC Heartland, 7661 McLaughlin Rd, #255, Falcon, CO 80831 (US & Canada)
CFOIC Heartland, PO Box 752, Karnei Shomron, Israel (all other countries)

