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April 2020

ear Friend,

Coronavirus! The word that is on everyone’s lips these days. I don’t remember anything like this — an
international pandemic that is sending the entire world into a tailspin. And rightly so — it is far more contagious and
far more lethal than the ordinary flu. In Israel, the medical authorities took precautions right away to try and
control the spread of the illness. It was clear that eventually the illness would infect more than just a few,
but by controlling the spread successfully, they bought the time they needed to ensure that proper
equipment and procedures were in place. Israelis are proud of how this has been handled by our authorities and
are cooperating with the restrictions.

Unfortunately, this has dealt a terrible blow to the tourism industry as all incoming passengers, whether
tourists or Israelis, are now required to self-quarantine for 14 days. For Israelis, it is a small price to pay to get
home and stay safe. For tourists, it means they have no place in Israel just now. We had a wonderful group of
people ready to come to Israel on the CFOIC Heartland tour, led by Kim Troup, and it all had to be
cancelled one week before arrival. And so many of the groups we were scheduled to meet last month
cancelled, initially those from Asia, then those from Europe and finally, all of them. I guess G-d is telling us
that this is a time for us to just stay at home.

Hopefully, this will not last long. We are all praying that with the warmer weather, in April or May, the
virus will die down and normal routines will resume. Our economies are all desperate for a return to normal.

At CFOIC Heartland, we are doing our best to conform with the relevant regulations of each country that we
are dealing with, while moving forward with our regular activities as much as possible. I am planning a visit to
the US in mid-May and I hope and pray it will go forward but will accommodate any situation that arises.
Same for our foreign travel scheduled for June, in the US and in Taiwan. We have every expectation that our
October 2020 Israel tour will go forward as planned and would like to encourage you to sign up for that tour. We
will have safeguards in place to ensure you can get a full refund for any funds paid to us in the next few months.

This is a difficult time for all of us and if anything, enables us to remember how closely connected we all
are. We may straddle different continents but we are all part of one great humanity. If we cannot see each
other much in the next few weeks, let us at least feel connected, bound by similar destinies, all praying for
health, all seeking G-d’s will in this new crisis. Stay healthy and I hope to see you in Israel or in your home
town, when circumstances permit.

Sincerely,

il

Sondra Oster Baras
Director, Israel Office

P.S. I invite you to celebrate the victories you made possible in 2019! Enclosed is our Annual Report showing how
you helped bless Israel last year. In addition, I would like to bring to your attention the need for food packages for
families during the upcoming Passover holiday. With the tremendous blow the economy has taken this past week,
there are going to many more families who need assistance feeding their children during this time of uncertainty.
Anything you can give, will be greatly appreciated.
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