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Dear Friends,

In this issue, we meet two very special
people — Robin George and Anya
Antopolsky. Those of you who joined us
at the Shabbat dinner in Arkansas last
May will remember how inspiring it was.
Today, we are trying to replicate that
success in cities across the US.

This summer, we will be returning to
Arkansas for a second Shabbat dinner,
hosted by people who so enjoyed Robin’s
dinner that they are determined to
replicate the success in their church. I
hope that you will read Robin’s story and
feel inspired to bring a Shabbat dinner to
your church as well.

I first met Anya a number of years
ago and was impressed by the quiet
determination of this young woman. As
I listened to her tell her story, of coming
back to Judaism and coming back to
the Land of Israel, I could not help but
be inspired. Anya’s story reminds us of
the treasure that the Jews of the Former
Soviet Union represent for us — a million
Jews that were lost to us for close to a
century and are now finding their way
back.

I hope you will find inspiration in
this issue of Nahala and ask that you
share these stories with your friends and
neighbors. We need you to help us spread
the message of Biblical Israel. If you
would like to order extra copies of Nahala
or of any of our other brochures, please
contact us. Working together, we can
accomplish a great deal!

Blessings from Samaria,

Sondva
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“And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish the work of our hands for us...” (Psaims90:17)

SAFETY.AND SECURITY
GO HAND IN HAND

eve Zuf is a thriving Samaria community, a close-knit, extended family. In the past,
N the community suffered immeasurable tragedy due to terrorism. Neve Zuf’s Rapid
Response Teams and Fire and Rescue Team are well-trained volunteers who provide
vital services in fire, medical and security emergencies. And CFOIC Heartland has been
asked to help provide them with the equipment they need to succeed. The people of Neve
Zuf realize that those who live in Israel live a different reality... sometimes it's a struggle
just to live in G-d’s land! But while they recognize the dangers, they treasure the richness of
their lives.
Photo: Palestinian terrorists from a neighboring village set fire to Neve Zuf fields and vineyards.
The Rapid Response and Fire and Rescue Teams are attacked with rocks as they fight to control
the fires.
Answer the call and help bring peace of mind for the community of Neve Zuf.
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Every month we send you information about our most pressing needs.

And every month you answer the call and help. Thanks to you we have raised:

$3,500 for the playground in Shani-Livnah | $3,300 for the archeologicl site in Psagot | $1,500 for the
library in Mechola | $1,600 for community needs in Etz Ephraim | $3,000 for exercise equipment in Tekoa
May God bless yourichly for all you have done.
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ROBIN GEORGE:

obin George is a refined.
genteel woman from
Arkansas, who knew
litde about Israel. She
always loved history and “as an
adult I wanted to figure out what
was going on over there. It was so
hard balancing what I read in the
news with what I read in the Bible.”
While searching for the truth, Robin ‘
discovered a love for the people of
Israel. “T see prophecy being fulfilled
and my heart 1s tender for the pzople
who came back to their land ™ When
this soft-spoken Southerner starts
talking about Israel, there 1s fire in
her speech and passion in her voice.

Back 1n 2009, Robin’s good friend,
Jan Shaddox, introduced her to
Sondra Baras. After hearing Sondra
speak at an event in Minneapolis,
Robin realized that CFOIC Heartland was exactly the kind
of organization she wanted to support. She consulted with
Kim Troup from CFOIC’s American office, and together they
decided on just the right project: a traditional Shabbat dinner for
Christians. Robin enlisted Dr. Steve and Jan Shaddox and David
and Cathy Evans and together they launched the project.

Robin had a dream... a picture in her head, and by paying
attention to every detail, she made this event glorious. She
needed a space that would accommodate a crowd. "1 trusted
mn the Lord that people would want to come. Christians are
becoming more and more interested in Israel. in figuring out the
truth, in putting pieces together.”

Naturally, the color scheme was Israeli, with blue and white
tablecloths. Robin thought of the perfect centerpiece, though
it wasn't easy finding a source for flowering olive branches in
the middle of May in Arkansas! The florist promised her that if
necessary, she would personally glue on the olives! “It was very
important to me for my guests to see the people of the Biblical
Heartland, to feel daily life in the communities.” So Kim Troup
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R ull Weisz and Sondra Baras share Shabbat
with Arkansas Christians.

“If was aJew in Israel it would comfort me to know
that | was loved and that people were praying for
me. | never want the people of Israel to feel alone.”

ﬂnnn “P FOR I’Rﬂ‘l D “And 1 will bless those who bless you...”
Gen. 12:3

A lender Heart for Israel

sent her pictures and Robin laminated
and hung photos from the branches,
of the people of Judea and Samaria.

Robin insisted on round tables
and family style service instead of
a buffet. “Passing dishes from hand
to hand 1s more in keeping with the
feeling of a Shabbat meal in a home.”
The menu for the evening started
with the traditional braided Challah
loaves. “The bread wasn't kosher, but
it was Challah!” For dessert, Robin
commussioned individual cakes for
each table, frosted white, topped with
blue-icing Stars of David.

One hundred eighty people
showed up to the Fellowship Bible
Church on May 18th, 2011. Kim
Troup introduced CFOIC Heartland
and then Sondra Baras and Rabbi
Naphtali Weisz from Columbus,
Ohio presided. They walked everyone through the Shabbat
meal, explaining the rituals, the blessings, the songs. Sondra
then gave an in-depth analysis of current events in the Middle
East and opened the floor to questions.

Allproceeds of the evening went to benefit Jewish communities
of CFOIC Heartland. Robin modestly explains: “Sometimes it’s
hard to think that one homemaker can do much. But G-d does
things to people shearts. If I was a Jew 1n Israel 1t would comfort
me to know that I was loved and that people were praying for
me. I never want the people of Israel to feel alone.”

Robin enjoys going to CUFI. where she listens to speakers
on Middle East 1ssues. While there, she takes the opportunity to
visit with her congressmen, who are pro Israel. “Let them see
our faces; let them know we appreciate what they are doing. It’s
a pity, because sometimes negative 1s louder than positive and I
long for a turnaround.” Robin and her husband Gary have four
grown children and six grandchildren, all of whom live nearby.
“Tam blessed,” says Robin. Robin, we too are blessed, to have a
friend like you, standing with Israel. ®




Nahala is proud to introduce some of
the brave pioneers who make their

home in the communities of Judea and
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hile living in Russia,

Anya Antopolsky started

searching for her religious

roots and became more
connected to her faith. As she became
more committed, she realized that Israel
was her homeland, and 12 years ago she
left Moscow and moved to Israel.

It was important to Anya to find
a community in Israel where secular
and religious people live together. “|
come from a secular background and |
wanted my old friends and family to feel
comfortable when they visited me. And |
wanted my children to be open-minded,
to learn to love all Jews, observant or
not!”She fellin love with Nokdim, a mixed
community built on tolerance. Nokdim,
located in Gush Etzion, was founded
20 years ago and boasts a broad cross
section of immigrants from the Former
Soviet Union, France, Spain, Argentina,
Italy, and the US., as well as veteran
Israelis. Nokdim is a prime example of
how a community based on differences
in background and religious belief can
succeed in breaking down long-standing
barriers in Israeli society.

Back in 2005, when talk began of
uprooting the communities of Gush
Katif and northern Samaria, Anya and
her husband took their five children and
moved into tents in one of the Samaria
communities. She looked around at
the other families, there to show their
support, and she wondered: “Are there
only religious Jews in Israel? Where are
the Russians? Don't they care?”

Samaria, and trust you will find these
very special people an inspiration.

Thousands of people fiave joined
Meeting Place’s guidéd tours in Judea
and Samarila, whichedueate participants
about the settlement movement:

“For the first time I realized that there
are Christians who support us in our
right to live in the Biblical Heartland...I
saw their interest, | heard their
questions and I felt their love.”

Anya discovered that many Russians
are staunch supporters of the settlement
movement and are vehemently against
giving away pieces of the land. But the
Russian-speaking Jews of Israel came to
Israel after decades of separation from
Judaism. Many remain disconnected
from their roots and are unfamiliar with
Jewish tradition and the history and
geography of their people. She and
her friend, Masha Zbolinsky decided
something must be done to educate, to
open the eyes of this population, and in
2007 Meeting Place was born.

Meeting Place encourages a meeting
of minds, hearts and souls, among the
Russian Jews in Israel. Anya believes in
focusing on their strong ties with the
land and their heritage, and in promoting
acceptance through knowledge. ‘I
believe that Meeting Place is so successful
because of our broadmindedness.”

M’ her frieng

ting Place,

“Thousands of people have joined
Meeting Place’s guided tours in Judea
and Samaria, which educate participants
about the settlement movement” The
goal is to reach out to peripheral, low-
income Russian-speaking communities
that often suffer from cultural isolation
and are not connected to Jewish or Israeli
life. Efforts are also directed at Russian-
speaking tourists of all faiths or of nofaith,
to encourage a refocus from considering
Israel as a vacation spot, to seeing Israel
as an opportunity for spiritual rebirth.

Meeting Place also established
Russian speaking educational centers
where religious and secular meet and
study together. “It's a joy to see heads
bent over the volumes of Talmud, as the
Rabbi reads aloud Aramaic texts of old
and translates the words into Russian.”
There are also courses in the Torah
Portion of the Week and Hasidic Judaism.
“There is a thirst to learn, and new classes
keep opening up in cities all over Israel””

Anya’s relationship with Christians
began eight years ago, when fruit trees
arrived for all the families of Nokdim,
from Christians who love Israel. “For
the first time | realized that there are
Christians who support us in our right to
live in the Biblical Heartland!” Two years
ago, Anya started meeting groups from
CFOIC Heartland. “I saw their interest,
| heard their questions and | felt their
love!” Her fig and nut trees have grown
to provide both shade outside her home
and a constant reminder to her, of Israel’s
Christian friends. @
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CFOIC- INTERNATIONAL CFOIC-GERMANY

HEADQUARTERS Christliche Freunde Israelischesr Siedlungen

P.O. Box 752 Tubizer Str. 20

Ginot Shomron, Kamei Shomron D- 70825 KorntaHMuenchingen

Israel Garmany

Tel. / Fax: 972-9-792-0958 Tel: 0711-8386393

e-mail:  sondra@cfoic.com Fax: 0711-8386339

e-mail:  disdeutschland@web.de

CFOIC-USA Attn: Wilfried Bullinger
North American Headquarters

P.0. Box 50833 CFOIC- HOLLAND

Colorado Springs, CO 80949 Oosterielandsterweg 10
USA Oostemieland 9985 SC, Nederland
Tel: BO00-647-3344 Tel: (0) 595-413339
Fan: 719-683-2041 Fax: (0) 33-2460412
e-mail:  kim@cfoic.com e-mail:  swan@fampoot.com

Attn: Rev. Henk Poct

www. cfoic.com

Ifyouwould like additional copies of Nahala to share with your friend's, family, Bible study group,
or congregation, please contact: Kim Troup at 1-800-647-3344 (when phoning from the US)
or by email, kimgcfoic.com A donation of § 10 per 25 copies is appreciated.
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